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One Volunteer’s Holiday Gift 

I work in an office where 

everyone gives each other 

Christmas and Hanukkah gifts.  

Usually the items are either 

fattening goodies, decorative 

but unnecessary items or 

things for the “regift” box.  

This year, I made a donation 

to WE CAN in honor of the 

people with whom I work.  

Each person was given an en-

velope with a personalized 

note from the Executive Direc-

tor of WE CAN, telling them, 

on one side, that the dona-

tion had been made.  The 

other side of the note had 

information explaining WE 

CAN’s mission and work.   

I  received wonderful 

thank you notes with com-

ments such as, “the gift con-

veyed the true meaning of 

the holidays”, “what a won-

derful organization” and “this 

is the most worthwhile use of 

the money we all spend on 

each other for things we ei-

ther don’t want or need.”  

My gift was special because it 

was money going to WE CAN 

so that it can continue to 

provide services wanted and 

needed. 

 

~Sharon Ladley,  

WE CAN Volunteer 

January 1, 2009 
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To accomplish 
great things, 

we must not only 
act, but also dream; 
not only plan, but 
also believe.” 

~ Anatole France 

turn their lives around. We 
are supported by 35 com-
mitted volunteers, 18 pro 
bono lawyers, dedicated 
staff and Board members, 
and hundreds of generous 
donors (see page three). 

What else is there to 
say but...Thank you all. 

Please join me in thanking 
Dorota Spagnuolo for her 13-
month commitment to WE 
CAN. Her hard work and skills 
helped to make the legal clinics 
and computer classes success-
ful. We hope that she and her 
new baby to come are healthy 
and thrive in this new year. And 
p l ease  he lp  me we l come   
Chelsea Moore, our new Ad-
ministration and Program Assis-
tant. Chelsea’s skills and dedi-
cation will be a great asset to 

us all. ~ Arlene Kirsch 

Meanwhile, our men-
to rs  and  Pa thmakers 
(mentees)  worked to-
gether towards our Path-
makers ’  goals ;  a  new 
group of women learned 
computer skills and rest-
lessly awaited the end of 
the hol idays for  more 
c lasses;  our  amaz ing 
cadre of volunteer lawyers 
renewed their commit-
ments to free legal clinics 
in 2009 at WE CAN; and 
we rang in the new year 
with a grant from the Bank 
of America that will enable 
us to start a new preven-
tion mentoring program for 
young women, ages 18-
23, that we’re calling The 
Bridge. 

WE CAN is bursting 
with energy to give local 
women a hand—not a 
hand-out—and help them 

Thanksgiving in January 

In this economy, we are counting our pennies, so please save us money 
and some trees at the same time by giving us your email address! 

In the recent holiday 
season, the short, dark 
days of winter and the rav-
ages  o f  the  economy 
seemed to bring out the 
optimism and hope in our 
neighbors and friends who 
remembered their Cape 
mothers and sisters in 
need, and jumped in to 
suppor t  organizat ions 
such as WE CAN. People 
who  may  never  have 
ra ised money before , 
found innovative ways to 
turn the holidays into a 
t ime of charitable gift-
g i v i n g  ( s e e  S h a r o n      
L ad le y ’ s  a r t i c l e ,  t h i s 
page).  Two local book 
clubs created an emer-
gency fund at WE CAN in 
place of gift-giving as a 
sign of recognition of the 
economy’s  e f fec ts  on 
Cape women.    



ment is warmly received 
and richly rewarded.  I have 
seen new programs, such as 
The Bridge program, come 
to life and already successful 
programs, such as Pathmak-
ers, increase in scope.  I 
have met wonderful people, 
including the WE CAN staff 
and its many volunteers and 
supporters.  I have found a 
new and more meaningful 
perspective with which to 

These days it is hard to 
find a place to put your re-
sources where you feel con-
fident that your investment 

will increase in value. 
 
When I joined the 

Board of WE CAN, I knew I 
wanted to “give back.”  
What I have discovered is 
that for everything I give, 
whether it is time, money 
or experience, my invest-

view the communities of the 

Cape. 
 
I invite you to join the 

WE CAN Team. You will 
find an invaluable return for 
your investment for you 
personally, for your commu-
nity, and for the women 
who receive the services of 

WE CAN. 

From the Board Members: Susan Karchmer 

Our unique “Options” pro-

gram provides Cape Cod 

women in transition with 

services that bring in-

creased opportunity, self-

sufficiency, and stability. 

Women may call or appear 

at our door because of a 

recent job loss, illness, di-

vorce, retirement, widow-

hood or just at a loss as to 

what to do with their 

lives.   Basic career counsel-

ing begins with helping 

each person to better un-

derstand herself, including 

appreciating her own skills 

and aptitudes, and begin-

ning to identify what type of 

careers she might most en-

joy. This, in turn, opens up a 

range of possibilities and 

unexpected opportunities.  

WE CAN's integrated, com-

prehensive services cover 

many needs.  Assistance is 

provided in creating a re-

sume, help with forms, and 

locating employment and/

or educational or training 

programs. Women may be 

referred to our basic com-

puter classes, our free legal 

clinics, our divorce support 

group, workshops we are 

offering, or our Pathmakers 

program as appropriate.  

 WE CAN does not try to 

“ r e in ve n t  th e  w h e e l” ; 

rather, we refer women to 

established services in the 

community to meet any 

additional needs.  Please 

c a l l  W E  C A N  a t 

508.430.8111 to set up an 

appointment. 

Program Highlight: 

WE CAN's OPTIONS PROGRAM for WOMEN IN TRANSITION 
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Board Members 

Roberta Morrissey, MBA, 

President 

William Bystrom, Clerk 

Susan Karchmer 

Anne LeClaire 

Pamela Marsh, Esq. 

Richard Sullivan, PhD 

Deborah Todd, MBA 

David Willard 

Executive Director 
Arlene Kirsch, MS, MPA 

� Yes! Sign me up for a 12-month pledge for �$5 �$10  �$20  �$25 each month in 2009.   

(WE CAN will send 12 addressed envelopes for your convenience.) 

 

� Send me a reminder each month via email to________________________________ 

 

Name(s) _________________________________________________________________ 

  � Please check here if you wish your gift to be anonymous. 

 

Mailing Address___________________________________________________________ 

 

Email ____________________________________Tel(s).__________________________ 

 

Advisory Board: 

Donna Baldwin 

Mary Cotoia 

Christi Kemprecos 

WE CAN’s Pledge-Per-Month Program 

JOIN US on March 26th when Puritan's "Celebrating Cape Cod 

Women" benefits WE CAN. The event is 5:00 to 8:00 PM at the  

Hyannis Puritan Clothing store 

Visit us on the web at 

www.wecancenter.org 
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Joanne Bergquist 

Susan & Ross Coppelman 

Judy & Bernard Cornwell 

Mary Jane Curran 

Katherine Fulham Parcels CPA 

Fred & Judy Gaetcher 

Georgie Gatch 

Martha Ingrum 

Carie Johnsen 

Nancy Kerrigan 

Gayle & Carl Ridgeway 

Candace Perry & Charles Thibodeau 

Deborah Tranfaglia 

Corporate/Foundation Gifts: 
Beth Bishop Customers 

Gifts in Honor of: 
Dr. Jean Humez 

Mary Kay Cordill 

Elizabeth Smith 

Suzanne Nieman 

Debbie Todd 

Evelyn & Mary Todd 

WE CAN is grateful to these generous 2008 donors: 

Many thanks to those who have helped us so far in 2009! 

Roselor Achiffa 

Ruth Alberding 

Anonymous (7) 

Stephen & Barbara Anthony 

Deborah Nelson Aylesworth 

Paula Bacon 

Antoinette Bailargeon 

Paul & Joanne Bergquist 

Ruth Bournazian 

Catherine H. & James W. Boyd 

Jacqueline Bromley 

Cassandra Brown 

Claire Bryant 

Lucy J. Buckley 

Eunice Burley 

William & Tilda Bystrom 

Bob Canevazzi 

John & Deborah Clemence 

Mary Hart Cogan 

Judy & Bernard Cornwell 

Rachel Crosby 

Mary J. Curran 

Irene Daitch 

Susan Daly 

Peggy Davis 

Rosemarie Denn 

Nancy Deppen 

Theresa DeSantis 

Lynn Neil Devine 

Marie Pierre Dillenseger 

Barbara Dowds 

Gillian Drake 

Margaret Duby 

Caroline Campbell Edwards 

Dorothy Egan 

Virginia Fallon 

Celine Federici 

Marion Ferragamo 

Carol Fisher 

Winifred Fitz Gerald 

Deborah Ford 

Pamela Foss 

Fred & Judy Gaechter 

Nancy Gill 

Judith Berkowitz Godsill 

Doug Grattan 

Barbara Gray 

Carol P. Green 

Kate & Neal Grosberg 

Pamela Groswald 

Benjamin A. Groves 

Larry & Jebba Handley 

Jo Didsler 

Kenneth Holden 

Pauline Holly 

Catherine Houser 

Blanche M. Hunnewell 

Barbara Irlen 

Margaret Kane 

Susan & Michael Karchmer 

Sylvia Art Keay 

Bebe Kemper 

Marcia King 

Harriet Klebanoff 

Barbara Knapp 

Wendy Koesel 

Laureen Kunches 

Sharon Ladley 

Violet Larkin 

Anne LeClaire 

James Leonard 

Joseph & Ruth Libman 

Joan Llewelyn 

Wini Lord-Meservey 

Janice Lorson 

Rebecca Stephens & Margie Luck 

Pamela Marsh 

Andrew Marx 

Barbara Matteson 

Robert McCarthy 

Carla Veara 

Paul & Chris McCormick 

Marilyn McDermott 

Jim McGuiness & Sara Jane Porter 

Brinton Lykes & Catherine Mooney 

Ro & Steve Morrissey 

Judith Needham 

Carole O’Connell 

Dolores Pucci 

Judith Racely 

Joe & Eileen Reardon 

Gary Urgonski & Virginia Reiser 

Anne Reydel 

Nancy D. Reynolds 

Melinda S. Robinson 

Lillian Ronzio 

Annette Rufo 

Rita & Hank Russian 

Jane Secci 

Mark & Nancy Sheehan 

Mary E. Smilth 

Susan Sylva 

Cathy Staples 

Jeanne Steiner 

Rebecca Stephens 

Judith Stolp 

Deirdre Sullivan 

Richard & Letti Sullivan 

Miriam Talanian 

Mary Thiel 

Kathleen Thomas 

Todd Family Trust 

Sandra Tubman 

Joan Wall 

Peter & Mary Ann Wall 

Rich & Nancy Weida 

Sheila Wynne 

Corporate/Foundation Gifts: 
AAUW Cape Cod 

Beth Bishop Customers 

Cape Cod Five Charitable Foundation 

Cape Cod Foundation 

Chatham Women’s Club 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

County of Barnstable 

Harvest Gallery Wine Bar 

Harwich Book Club 

Harwich Port Ladies  Book Club 

Herstory 

Hot Chocolate Sparrow 

LaTanzi, Spaulding & Landreth PC 

League Club of Cape Cod 

Massachusetts Bar Foundation 

Puritan Cape Cod 

Robert & Ann Newburger Foundation 

Rotary of Chatham 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

Treats Catering of Dennis 

Unilever U.S. Foundation 

United Way 

West Dennis Yacht Club, Inc. 

When It Counts 

Frank & Maureen Wilkens Family Trust 

Gifts in Honor of: 
Bill Bystrom 

Florence & Ira Seldin 

Roberta Morrissey 

Jayne Iafrate & Barbara Stephens 

Sharon Sodekson 

Linda Despres 

Deborah Todd 

Anonymous (2) 

John & Gerri Dalessio 

John & Tracey Dalessio 

Paul & Denise Giandomenico 

Gordon & Irene Rhyner 

Evelyn & Mary Todd 

Jeff & Jackie Todd 

Joan Wall 

 Sonya MacDonald 

Tina Wong & Chris Simmons 

Mary Thiel 

Gifts in Memory of: 
Betty W. Basamian 

Pamela Marsh 

Margaret Hickey 

Katie Gallagher Boyd 

Pat Hildreth 

Kimberly A. Wolfe 

Joyce King 

Nancy Pollard 

WE CAN is pleased to report 100% Board Participation in our 2008 campaign! 



Phone: 508-430-8111 
Fax: 888-694-6199 

 

E-mail:  
info@wecancenter.org 

WE CAN Proudly Presents 

“Lifelines:  The Things That Save Us” 
�� 

9:00 am Hospitality, Registration, and Auction Bids 
9:30 am~2:15pm Presentations and Discussion 
2:15 pm~2:30pm Winning bids announced 
 Lunch is included 

�� 
Emcee: Anne LeClaire, Author,                                  
   Listening Below the Noise, The Lavender Hour 
 

Speakers: Jane Hamilton, Author, The Book of Ruth,  
   A Map of the World 
 Nancy Nichols, Author, Lake Effect 
 Luanne Rice, Author, The Geometry of Sisters,  
   The Letters 
WE CAN  
Discovery: Nancy Pearson, Poet, Two Minutes of Light 
 

Woman of the Year: Anne Meara,  

Actress, Screenwriter, Comedienne 
 

Thursday,  June 4, 2009, 9 am~2:30 pm 
 

Honorary Chair:  Artist Bebe Kemper 
 

West Dennis Yacht Club,  West Dennis, MA 
259 Loring Avenue 

 

Please mail a check for $125 per person, payable to: 
WE CAN Corporation 
537 Main Street (Rt. 28) Suite 2H 
Harwich Port, MA 02646 
508-430-8111      Email: akirsch@wecancenter.org 

WE CAN:   Strength.  Assistance. Opportunity. 

Newsletter Staff:  
Debbie Todd, Arlene Kirsch 
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The 2009 The 2009 The 2009 The 2009 Literary Literary Literary Literary Event:Event:Event:Event:    
 A Day of Women’s Words, Wit, and Wisdom A Day of Women’s Words, Wit, and Wisdom A Day of Women’s Words, Wit, and Wisdom A Day of Women’s Words, Wit, and Wisdom    

Name(s)___________________________________________ 
 

Address___________________________________________ 
 

City__________________________State______Zip________ 
 

Telephone__________________________________________ 
 

E-mail address_______________________________________ 
 

Number of tickets_____Amount Enclosed ($125 each)_________ 

Special Reception  Special Reception  Special Reception  Special Reception  with the 
authors:      $500 per ticket. 
Includes the whole event plus 
the private reception at 5 pm. 
Seating limited to 10. 
Call or email  

for more information. 

Thanks to Our Sponsors  
Bank of America 
Bass River Marina 

Bayside Realty Consultants 
Eco-Roo Catering 

Lee Bartell 
Rubin, Rudman,  

Chamberlain & Marsh, LLP 
Yellow Umbrella Bookstore 


